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How cafic doft thou take all England vp , 
From forth this rnorcell of dead Royaltie ? 
The life, the right, and truth of all this Realme 
Is fled to heauen : and England now is left 
To tug and fcamble, and to part by th'tceth 
The vn-o wed intereft of proud fwelling Sratc : 
Now forthebarc-pickt bone ofMaiefty, 
Doth dogged warrc bridle his angry creft , 
And fnarleth in the gentle eyes of peace : 
NowjtPovvers from home,and dil contents at home 
Meet in one line : and vaft confufion wakes 
As doth a Rsucn on a ficke-falne beaft, 
The iminent decay of wrefied pompe. 
Now happy he, whole cloake and center can 
Hold out this tcrnpeft. Beare away that childc , 
And follow me with fpeed : He to the King: 
A thoufand bufinefTes are bricfc in hand , 
And heauen it felfc doth frowne vpon the Land . 
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Exit. 


<±AUus Quart us, Scan a Prima. 


Enter King Iohn and Pandojph, attendants. 


KJohn. Thus haue I yeelded vp into your hand 
The Circle of my glory. 

Pan. Takeagaine 
From this my hand,as holding of the Pope 
Your Soueraigne greatnelTe and authoritie. 

Iohn. Now keep your holy word, go meet the Trench, 
And from his holincfic vicall your power 
To flop their marches'forc wcarc enflamy'd : 
Oar discontented Counties doe reuoit: 
Our people quarrell with obedience, 
Swearing Allegiance, and the loue of foule 
To ftranger-bioud, to forren Royalty ; 
This inundation of rniftempred humor , 
Rcfts by you onely to be qualified. 
Then paufe not : for the prefent time's fd ficke , 
Thatprcfcnt medcinemuft beminiflred , 
Or ouerthrow incureable enfues. 

Pand. It was my breath that blew this Tempeft vp, 
Vpon your ftubborne vfage of the Pope: 
But fince you are a gentle conuertite, 
My tongue fhall hu(h againe this ftorme of warre, 
And make faire weather in your bluflring land : 
On this Afcention day, remember well, 
Vpon your oath of feruice to the Pope , 
Goe I to make the French lay downc their Armes. Exit. 

Iohn. Is this Afcenhon day : did not the Prophet 
Say, that before Afcenfion day at noonc, 
My Crowne I fhould giuc off? cuen fo I haue : 
I did fuppofe it fhould be on conftraint , 
But (heau'n be thank'd) it is but voluntary. 
Enter Bafiard. 

Baft, All Kent hath yeelded : nothing there holds out 
But Doucr Caftle : London hath rcceiu'd 
Like a kinde Hoft, the Dolphin and his powers. 
Your Nobles will not heareyou,but are gone 
To offer feruice to your enemy : 
And wilde amazement hurries rp and downc 
The little number of your doubtfull friends. 

Iohn. W ould not my Lords returnc to me againe 
After they heard yong %/Irthur was aliuc i 


B*tt* They fyundhim dead, and caft into the o 
An empty Casket, where the Icwell of life tttc «ti 
By fomc daron'd hand was rob'd,and tane awav 
Iohn. That villaiae Hubert told me he did hue 
Baft. So oh my foule he did,for ought he kn 
But wherefore doc you droopc ? why looke you 7l 
Be great in adl, as you hauc becne in thought ; ? 
Let not the world fee feare and fad diftruft 
Gouerne the motion of a kinglye eye : 
Be fiirringas the time, be fire with fire, 
Threaten the threatncr,and out-face the brow 
Of bragging horror : So (hall inferior eyes 
That borrow their behauiours from the great 
Grow grcac by your example, and put on * 
The dauntlcffe fpirit of refolution* 
Away, and glifter like the god of warre 
When he intendeth to become the field : 
Shew boldnefle andafpiring confidence: 
What,fhall they feeke the Lion in his dcrme, 
And rright him there ? and make him tremble there? 
Oh let it not be faid : forrage,and runne 
To meet difpleafure farther from the dores , 
And grapple with him ere he come fo nye. 

Iohn. The Lcgat of the Pope hath bcenc with mee 
And I haue made a happy peace with him 
And he hath promis'd to difmiflc the Powers 
Led by the Dolphin. 

Baft. Oh inglorious league: 
Shall we vpon the footing of our land, 
Send fayre-play-orders,and make comprimife 
Insinuation, parley ,and bafe truce 
To Armes Inuafiue^ Shall a beardlcffc-boy, 
A cockrcd-filken wanton braue our fields, 
And fiefh his fpirit in a warrc-Jike foyle, 
Mocking the ayre with colours idlely fpred, 
And finde no checke ? Let vs my Liege to Armes : 
Perchance the Cardinal! cannot make your peace; 
Or if he doe, let it at leaft be faid 
They (aw we had a purpofe of defence. 

Iohn. Haue thou the ordering of this prefent time. 
Bafl. Away then with good courage : ycc I know 
Our Par tie may well meet aprowderfoe. Exeunt, 


Sccena Secunda. 


Enter (in Armes) Dolphin, Salisbury , UWelooHe,Pm« 
broke. Bigot, Souldiers. 

Dol. My Lord AieUoone,\tt this be coppied out, 
And keepe it fafc for our remembrance * 
Returnc the prefident to thtfe Lords againe , 
That hauing our fairc order written downc , 
Both they and we, perufing ore thefc notes 
May know wherefore we tookc the Sacrament ? 
And keepc our faithes firme and inuiolabjc. 

Sal. Vpon our fides it neuer (hall be broken. 
And Noble Dolphin, albeit wc fwcarc 
A voluntary zealc, and an vn-urg'd Faith 
To your proceedings : yet belccue me Prince, 
I am not glad that fuch a fore of Time 
Should fceke a plafter byconremn'd reuolc, 
And heale the inuctcrate Canku of one wound , 



mnv : Oh it grieues my foule , 
By m S draw this mettle from my fide 

T , -Vionourab crcfcuc, and defence 

■ .rh is the infection of the time , 
B f for the health and Phy ficke of our right, 
Kcannotdealebut with the very hand 

? is't not pitty, (oh my gncued friends ) 
J fWC t hc lonncs and children of this Mc, 
S J borne to fee fo fad an houre as this , 
Wherein weftcp after a ftranger, march 
Vpon her gentle boforn, and hilvp 
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HerEneinfes rankes ? I muft withdraw, and wcepe 
Vpon the fpot of this inforced caufe, 
To grace the Gentry of a Land remote , 
And follow vnacquaintcd colours hecrc : 
What hecrcPO Nation that thou couldft remoue, 
That Ntptiws Armes who clippeth thee about, 
Would beare thee from the knowledge of thy felfc, 
And cripple thee vnto a Pag^n fliore, 
Where thefe two Chriftian Armies might, combine 
Thebloud ofmalice, in a vainc of league, 
And not to fpend it fo vn-neighbourly. 

Dolph. A noble temper dolt thou thew in this, 
And <neat affections wraftling in thy bofome 
Dothmakc an earth-quake of Nobility : 
Oh, what a noble comba: haft fought 
Between compulfion, and a braue refpeft : 
I ct me wipe off this honourable dewe , 
That filuerly doth progrefie on thy checkes : 
My heart hath ruclted at a Ladies teaies , 
Being an ordinary Inundation : 
But this effuGon of fuch manly drops j-' 
Thisfliowre^lowne vp by tempeft of the foule, 
Startles mine eyes, and makes me more amn7/d 
Then had I feenc the vaultie top of heauen 
Figur'd quite ore wirh burning Meteors, 
Lift vp thy brow (renowned Salisbwie) 
And with a great heart hcaue away this ftorme: 
Commend thefc waters to thofe baby-eyes 
That neuer faw the giant- wor Id enrag'd , 
Nor met with Fortune, other then at feafts , 
Full warm of blood, of mirth,of goiTipping : 
Come,comc; for thou Hir.lt thrult thy hand as deepc 
Into thepurfeof rich profperity 
Kilwk himfelfe : fo (Nobles) fliallyou all, 
That knit your fincwcs to the ftrength of mine. 

Enter Pandulphe. 
And eucn there, methinkes an Angell fpake, 
Looke where the holy Legate comes apace, 
To giuevs warrant from the hand of heauen , 
And on our aftions fee the name of right 
With holy breath. 

Pand. Haile noble Prince of France : 
The next is this : King Iohn hath reconcil'd 
Himfelfe to Rome, his fpirit is come in , 
That fo flood out againft the holy Church, 
The great Metropolis and Sea of Rome : 
Therefore thy threatning Colours now winde vp , 
And tame the fauage fpirit of wildc warre, 
That like a Lion foftercd vp at hand, 
It may lie gently at the foot of peace, 
And be no further harmcfull then in ftiewc. 

j)ol. Your Grace fhall pardoa mc, I will not backe : 


I am too high.bornc to be proportied 
To be a fecondary at controll, 
Or vfefull feruing-rnan, and Inftramcnt 
To any Soueraigne State throughout the world. 
Your breath firft kindled the dead coale of warrcs, 
Betweenc this chaftiz^ kingdome and my felfe, 
And brought in matter that fhould feed this fire ; 
And now 'tis farretoo huge to be biowne out 
With that fame weake wind e,which enkindled it : 
You taught me how ro know the face of right, 
Acquainted mc with intereft to this Land , 
Yea, thruft this enterprize into my heart , 
And come ye now to tell me Iohn hath made 
His peace with Rome* what is that peace to mef 
I ( by the honour of my marriage bed ) 
After y^ng Arthur, claime this Land for mine , 
And now it is halfe conquer'd, muft 1 backe, 
Becaufe that Iohn hath made his peace with Florae ? 
Am I Romes flauc ? Wha t penny hath Rome borne ? 
What men prouided ? What munition fent 
To vndcr-prop this Aclion ? L't not I 
That vnder-goe this charge ? Who elfc bnt I , 
And fuch as to my claime are liable, 
Sweat in this bu(inciTe,and maintaine this warre? 
Haue 1 not heard thefe Iflanders fhout out 
Viae le Roy, as 1 haue bank'd their Townes ? 
Haue I not hcere the belt Cards for the game 
To winne this eafie match, plaid for a Crowne ? 
And fhall 1 now giue ore the yeelded Set ? 
No, no, on my foule it neuer fhall be faid, 

Pand. You looke but on the out-fide of this worke. 

Dol. Out-fide or in-(ide,I will not returne 
Till my attempt fo much be glorified , 
As to my ample hope was promifed , 
Before I drew this gallant head of warre , 
And cull'd thefc fiery fpmts from the world 
To out looke Conqueft,and to winne renowne 
Kucn in the iawes of danger, and of death : 
What lufiy Trumpet thus doth fummon vs f 
Enter Baflard. 

Baft. According to the faire-play of the world, 
Let me haue audience : 1 am fent to fpeake ; 
My holy Lord ofMiiIanc,from the King 
I come to lcarne how you haue dealt for him ; 
And, as you anfwer, I doe know the fcope 
And warrant limited vnto my tongue. 

Pand. The Dolphin is too wilfull oppofire 
And will not temporize with my intreaties : 
He flatly faies, hee 11 not lay downe his Armes. 

Baft. By all the blond that euer fury breath'd, 
The youth iaies well. Now heare our Englijh King v 
For ihus his Royaltie doth fpeake in me : 
He is prepar'd, and reafon to he fhould , 
This apifli and vnmanncrly approach , 
This harnefs'd Maske, and vnaduifed Reuell, 
This vn-hcard fawcineffe and boy ifh Troopes , 
The King doth fmile at,and is well prepaid 
To whip this dwarfilh warrc, this Pigmy Armes 
From out the circle of his Territories. 
That hand which had the ftrength, eucn at your dore, 
To cudgell you, and make you take the hatch , 
To diuc like Buckets in concealed Welles, 
To cro wch in litter of your ftable plankes , 
To lye like pawnes, lock'd vp in chefts and truncks , 
To hug with fwine, to fceke fwect fafety out 
In vaults and prifons, and to thrill and (hake , 
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